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The Publiſher of this Treatiſe 
Os. ._ 
Chriſtian and Candid Reader. 


Honuzh Opinions ſbould be weighed, not by the Reputation of the 
Authors wbich deliver, bat by the ftrength of the Arguments 


which defend them,yet it is too uſual with unobſurving Readers, 
to flight the Argument for the Anthors ſake; andto conſider, nit ſo 
much what is ſaid,as who it ts that ſayes it. Which being the common 
Fate of moſt Diſcourſes ſuch eſpecially a5 do at all medale with that ex- 
cellent, but too much abuſed Notion of Chriſtian Liberty, do moſt ex- 
poſe the Writers to Cenſure: The moſt obvious CharatFer That is faſtned 
upon them, being, that they are men either of looſe, or elſe of fattions 
principles : and ſo being diſcredited, before they are read, their Books, 
bow ſober ſoever, do nt ;,emove, but only ſettle and fix the pre-concei- 
ved Prejudice ; as in diſeaſed ſlomacks, every thing they take turns #0 
nonriſh and to encreaſe the Humour, 

That this ts like to be the Fortune of this ſmall Treatiſe,I have reaſon 
toexpett , and therefore I have ſuffered it to run abroad in the world 
without a Name, like one of thoſe Auroyinre brign, Pliny mentions, 45 if 
it were born of it ſelf, and begotten without a Parent, That ſs thoſe few 
Readers it may meet with, may pnly faſten upon the Faults of the Dif 
courſe it ſelf , without diverting themſelves unto that Queſtion, which 

 .," all times, as well as Sauls, nave malice enough to make 4 
- 2It1. 2 '** Proverb of, But who is their Father * Tet Chriſtian Rea- 
derthat.it may appear only with its own Faults, and have no aggrava- 
ting ſuſpitions upos it, from any miſtake of the Authors Deſign or Hu- 
mour,1 have adventured ts give thee this account of him. 

Firſt, That be i aſtritt Aſſertor of the Dor:ne of the Church 
of England, as it is contained inthe 35 Articles; and for that which us 
the Prime Branch of Diſciplige, viz .Epiſcopacy, or the Subordina- 
tion between Biſhops and Presbycers ; he 49th own it to be of Apoſto- 
lical Inſticution; thet & , 45 be wnderſtands it, Jure Divino, At _ 
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TO THE READER, 


he thinks himſelf able to ſpeak as much for the Order of B (hops in the 
Church, 4s any can for the Baptizing of Infants, for the Change of 
the Sabbath, or for any thing elſe, which hath no particular Divine 
Precept, but only Primitive Prattice and Example to warrant it. And 
therefore in conformity to this Principle of his, when the Biſhops were 
ſank loweſt, not only for Pomp, but likewiſe for Reputation ; and when 
no temptation either of Profit or Convenience, but rather the contrary, 
could work upon him; he then choſe to be Ordained a Presbyrer by one 
of them : 1 hich is a greater Argument of his Reality and Stedfaſineſs 
in Fudgment, then moſt of thoſe, who now ſignalize themſelves by di- 
ſtinive Habits, can pretend to ; ſince ſuch may reaſonably be preſumed 
to wear them, either becauſe they are the Faſhion, or elſe the way. to Pre= 
ferment. 

Secondly,This I muſt ſay likewiſe,that none © more ſatis fied with the 
Preſent Government, or hath a more Loyal and affettionate efteems for 
his M:jeſties Perſon and Prudence, than this Writer : a«d therefore: 
in ſtead of declaiming againſt, or too rigid re-enforcing our Old Rites, 
fi t:4 only for the Infancy of the Church theſe being as it were its [mad- 
ling clouts,and at the beft do but ſhew its munority)be doth heartily:wiſh 
that a'! Parties woull agree to refer the whele Cauſe of © eremonies to 
his M jeſties fingle Deciſton:ſrom whoſe anwearied endeavours in pro= 
curing firſt.and afterwards in paſſing ſo fall an A nneſy of all our Cis 
vil Dilcords,we need not doubt but we may obtain, that theſe Apples of 
Eccleſt:{t'cal Contention may be removed ont of the way. Which are 
fo wery trifles. that they would waniſh of themſelves but that ſome mens 
Pride, ethers want of Merit make them ſo ſollititous to continne them ; 
leſt if thoſe little things were once taken away , they ſhould want ſome 
thing whereby to make themſelves Remarkable. 

Laſtly He doth profeſs yet furt her.that as to himſelf, he needs not that 
Liverty,which here he pleads for, fince.though for the preſent. he doth» 
make uſe of that Indulgence, which his Majelty hath been pleaſed to als 
low unto Tender Conliciences, # To all rationas and ſober Chriztians : 
( the continuance of which , he dares not ſo muth wrong his Mjeſt es; 
Goodneſs, as once to queſtion) yet ſhould , bis Maj:ſty be prevailed vpen 
for ſome Reaſon of State, to exjoyn Outward Conformity ; this V#ris 

iy 


Me ADEnT . - 


FE TO THE READER, 

' ber is reſslved,by the help of God, either to ſubmit with Chaarfulneſs, or 
elſe to ſuffer with ſilence. For as there & an ative Diſabedience, viz, 
fo Reſiſt, which is 4 Praffice he abhors , ſo there # a Paſſive D:(ſobe- 


dience, and that is, torepine, which he can by no means approve of , 
Since whatever He cannot conſcientiouſly do, he thinks himſelf obliged 
to ſuffer for, with as mach Foy, and with ax little RelufFance, as if any 
ether At of Obedience was called for from bim. 

Having ſaid this concerning the Authour, 1 need not ſpeak much con- 
cerning the Argument ; but only this, that it was not mritten ont of Va- 
nity or 0ſtentation of Wit , but as a Queſtion, in which be # really un- 


ſatisfied, and therefore thought bimſelf bound to impart. his Doubts : 


which having done to many tn Diſcourſe, with little ſucceſs or ſatisfa- 
Hon ; he hath now communicated them to the world, hoping they may 
light into ſuch mens hands, who may be prevailed upon, if not to alter 
the Fucgment, yet «t leaſt to moderate the Paſſion of ſom:, who would 
Put out our Eyes, becauſe wt cannot ſee with their SpetFacles , and who 
have placed Ceremonies about Religion, a little tos truly as a Fence: 
for they ſerve to keep out all others from their Communion. All there- 


| fore which this Treatiſe aims at, is briefly to prove this, —That none 


15 to hedge up the way to Heaven, or by ſcattering Thernes and 
Punilio's in it, co make Chriſtianity more cumberſow, tedious, 
and difficu't, then Chriſt hath lefc ir. -That is 4n ſhort, That none 
can Impoſe, what our Saviour in his Infinite Wiſdom did nor 
think Neceſlary, and therefore left Free. 


Fareyel. 
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THE | 
GREAT QUESTION 
Concerning 
Things Indifferens in Religious Worſhip , 
Briefly 


Stated ; and tendred to the Conlideration of 
| all ſober and Impartial Men, 


% 


Quelt. Whether the Croil Magi/trate may lawfully Impoſe and De- 


termine the Uſe of Indifferent Things , in reference to Religions 
worſhip. 


Or the underftanding and right Rating of this Queſtion, I 
EH wilt ſuppoſe theſe rwo things ; 
I, That a Chriſtian may be a Magiſtrate; this I know many 
do deny,- grounding themſelves upon that Diſcourſe of our 
Saviour to his Diſciples, Ye know , ſaith hz, that the Princes of the 
Gentiles do exerciſe dominion over them, and they that ave great, exer- 
ciſe Authority upon them, But it ſhall not be ſo much am»»g(? you: 
from whence they infer, That all who wil! be Chriſts di{ciples , 
are thereby forbid any exerciſe of Temporal Severaignty. And 1 
remember amonglt :nanv o:her of the Pcamirive Wricers,who were 
of the ſame opinion , Tertrall;z» in his Apology Coth exprefly Cov, 
Nos ad omnem , Ambitionis awram frizerm , &c. We i. Chriſtians 
ſaies he, have net the leaſt T aint of Ambition, being («far from : ffeft. 
ing Hononrs, that we look not after ſo munch as the Edi/eſhip, wrich was 
rhe loweſt Magiſtrac, in Rome z an1 rftemvards of Tiverius, Tite- 
ris, ſayes he, won'd have becoffe a Chrifian, if enther the world did 


wt need, or it were lawful fer Chriſtians to be Emperours. - Many other - 


expreſſions there are boch in Tertmallian, Cyprian an] Or:gen, to the 
ſame purpoſe. Bur becauſe the Practice of the Ch:itiyin World, 
B down 


Matth. 20. 
25» 


Goncerning Things Indifſerent 


down from Conſtanines time, even in the moſt Reformed Charches, 
kath carried ir in the Afirmative for Chriſtian Magiſtracy; andihe 
contrary Dodtrine , beſides the Gap it opens to all Civil Con- 
futon, is built only upon ſome remote Conſequences from Scrip- 
ture, rather than any direCt proof ; Iwill therefere admir that a 
Ch.iltian may lawfully exerciſe the Higheſt place of Magiracy , 
ently, as the Apolile ſaich in another cale , w che Lod, 1. not ex- 
rending his Commullion farther than the Werd of God doth war- 
ranc him. 

2, Iwill ſuppoſe that there are ſeme things in their own Nature 
Indifferen, 1 mean, thoſe Outward Circumitances of our Actions : 
Which the Law of God hath left Free and Arbicrary , giving us on- 
ly general Preceprs for the Uſe of chem either way : Such are, Ds 
all things to the glory of God, And Do mhat makes mo#t for edificats- 
on, and the like, which Rules whoever obſerves , may in things 
Indifferent, either do or forbear chem , as he in his Chriſtian pru- 
dence (hall think Convenient. 

Of cheſe indifferent Things ſome are purely ſo, as the Time and 
Place of meeting for Religious Worſhip ; which ſeemtome, to 
be to very Indifferent, that they cannor wit hour great violence, be 
wrelied ro any ſuperliitious Obſervance z and therefore concerning 
theſe I do nor ditpute. | 

Other things there are, commonly ſuppoſed Indifferent in their 
own Nature, Ch by Abuſe have become occaſions of Superſtition : 
ſuchas are, Bowing at the Name of Jeſus , the Croſs in Baptiſm, Pi- 
Fures in Churches , Surplices in Preaching, Kneeling at the Sarya- 
ment, ſet forms of Prayer , and the like ; All wiuch ſeem to ſome 
Indifterent in theirown Nature, and by any who is perſwaded in 
his Conſctence of the Lawfulnefſe of them , withour doubt may 
lawfully enough be preEtiſed ; yer I hold it utterly unlawful for any 
Chriſtian M:gittrate toimpoſe the uſe of them. And chat for theſ2 
Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe ic ts directly contrary to the Nature of Chriſtian 
Religion in general, which in every parc of it 15 to be Free and Un- 
forced ; for fhince the Chriſtian Magiſtrate cannor , as I think now 
all Proreſtanc Writers do agree, force his Religion upon any, but is 
to leave even thoſe Poor Creatures the Jews and @Mahwmetans , to 
their unbelicf ( though they cercainly periſh in it ) rather than 
by Fines and Impriſonments to torture them out of it ; then much 

leſs 


in Religious Worſhip. 
leſs may he abridg his Fellox,-Chrifiian,in things of leſſer Momenr, 
and which concern not the ſubſtance of his Religion , from uſing 
chat Liberty in ſerving God, which his Conſcience prompts him to, 
and the nature of his Religion doth warrant him in. For God as 
heloves a cheerful Giver , ſo likewiſe a chearful Worſhipper , accep- 
ting of no more, than we willingly perform. 

Secondly, And more particularly. This Impofing of Things 
Indiffetent, is dire&tly contrary to Goffel Precept. Our Savieur oth 
in many places Inveigh againit the Rigid and Impoling Phariſees, 
for laying yoaks upon ochers , and cheretore invites all r9 come un- 
to him tor Freedoms , Take my yoak upon you , ſaith he, for it 5s 
eaſe, and my barden #s light. And If the Son ſet you Free, then 
are you free indeed, Where by Freedoms 1 do not only underſtand 
Freedoms from ſin, bur from all Humane Impo/icions ; lince toe 
Apoftle Pax! doth ſeem to allade untothis place, in chir Com- 
mand of his to the Gafathians , Stand faft in the Liberty , wheremth 
Chriſt hath made you free, and be nat againemangled with the Toak of 
Bondage ; where, that I may prevent an Objection , I will grant, 
that by Toak of Bondage, he underflands Circume:/ion and other 
Fewiſh Ceremonies 3; but from thence I will draw an unanſwerable 
Argument againſt che urging cf any other now upon a Chriſtian 
Account; for ſince che /Moſaical Ceremwomies Which had ſo much to 
plead for themſelves , upon the Account of their Divine Original ; 
and which even after they were fulfilled by our Saviour, (till remain- 
ed Indifferent incheir Uſe, and were ſo efteemed and practiſed by 
Paul; yet when once they were Impoſed , and a Necellity pleaded 


Marth, 2 3. 


Macth, rr, 
Joh 8.36. 


Gal. s. 1, 


for their Continuance , the Apoſtle Wrices ſharply again(t them, _ 


exhorting the Galatians to ſtand faſt in their Liberty , as part of our 
Saviours purchaſe. If this, I ſay , was the caſe with thoſe 074 
Rites, then much leſle can any now Impoſe an invented form of 
Worſhip , for which there cannot be pretended the leaſt warranc 
chat ever God did Authorize ir. And it ſeens altogetter need- 
tefle, that the Fewih (ceremonies , ſhould, as to their Necellicy 
at lealt, expire and be abrogared , 1f others might ſucceed in their 
room , and be as firiftly commanded , as ever the former were. 
For this only returns us to our Bondage again, which is ſo much 
the more incollerable, in that our Religion is ſtiled the Perfe#t 
Law of Liberty : which Liberty 1 underſtand not wherein ic con- 
lilts, uf in things Neceſſary , we are —_ determined by my 
2 an 


Jac. 1, 25,} 


F 4 Concerning Things Indiff erent | 
and in things ndiferent we may (till be tied up to Hunzave Ordo 


| nances, and Outſide Rites , at the pleaſure of our Chriſtian Aagi- 
8 ſtrates. 

l Totheſe Scriptures which dire&ly deny all Impoſition , maybe 
{1 added all choſe Texcs, which conſequentially do it , ſuch as ate De - 


* to ethers, as you would have others do to you: And who 1s there that 
b+ would have his Conſcience Impoſed upon ? And Yon that are 
Rom.14. ſtrong, bear with the infirmitie of the weak ; whereas this practiſe wall 
be 1o far from eating the Barden of the weak,; that if men are at all 
tcrupulous , ir only laies more load upon them. Theſe Scriptures, 

wich many hundreds the like, ſhoiv that this kind of  Rigour is ut- 

rerly inconliftent with the Rules of Chrifiian Forbearance and 

Charicy, which no Chriſtian Magiſtrate ought to think himſelf ab- 

ſolved from : Since though as a Magiſtrate he hath a power in Ci- 

vil things, yet as a Chriſtzan, he ought to have. a care that in things 

of, Spiritual concernment he grieve not the minds of any , who are 

upon thar relation, not his Subje&ts, ſo muchas his Brethren : and 

therefore lince they have left their Natural , and voluntarily parted 

with their C;wil , they ought not to be entrenched upon in their 

Spiritual freedom : eſpecially by ſuch a Magiſtrate , Who owning the 

ſame Principles of Religion with them, is thereby ingaged to uſe 

| his Power, only to ſupport, and nor to enſnare them - to Bound 
perhaps, but not to Abridee their Liberty ; ro keep 1t in%eed from 
| running into Licentiouſneſs ( which is a Moral Evil but not to 
+4 Shackle, Undermine, and Fetter it, under pretence of Decency and 
Order. Which when once it comes to be an Order of conſtraint, 

| 1 Cor.7: * and not of conſent, itis nothing elſe bur in the Impoſer, Tyranny; 

| 23* in the perſon Impoſed upon, Bondage : and makes him to be, what 
| in things appertaining to Religion we are forbidden to be, wiz. The 
ſervants of men. Yeare bought, ſaith the Apolile, witha price, and 
manumitred by Chriſt, be you not the ſervants of men : Which prohi- 

bicion doth nor forbid Civil Service, for he ſaid a lictle before, Arr 

Verie 21. +hoy called while thou art a Servant ? care not for it ; but-if thou canſt be 
{8 free, uſe it rather, Implying, that Civil Liberty is to be preferred be- 
I fore ſervitude,yer not ty be much contended for,but held as a matter 
Indifferent-; but when once our Matters, ſhall extend their Rule 0- 
ver the Conſcience, then this precept holds valid, be ye not the Ser- 


wants of 186; 


Thirdly, 


” Religious Worſhip, 
Thirdly, Ir is contrary to Chriſt;an Praftiſe, of which we have ma- 
ny remarkable Inſtances : 

1, Thefirſt ſhall be chat of our Saviovr Chriſt, who was of a 
molt ſweet & complying diſpoſition ; he ſayes of himſe!f, char he 
came Eating and Drinking, 1. &. doing the common Actions of o0- 
ther men z and the;efore he never diſdained ro keep company wich 
any , even the meanelt and moſt deſpicable (inner ; his recinue 
conſiſting for the molt part of thoſe the Fews called, Auagmats, 
I. ſinners 1n an eminent and notorious manner ; Whom 2s a Phyſician he 
not only cured ; bur as a merc:fal Prieſt ſought out to ſave, Yer 
when his Chriſtian Liberty came once to be invaded , he laid aſide 
his gentlenefle, and proved a ſtiffe and peremptory Aﬀertor of ir. 


To omic many paſſ:ges, of which his Story is tull, I ſhall mention . 


but one, and chat \was his refuſing to waſh his hands before meat. This 
was not only a thingin it felt Indifferent , bur likewiſe had ſome 
Argument from Decency to induce, and a conſtant Tradition from 
the Elders or Sanhedrim to enforce 1t, Whoat this time were not 
only their Eccleſiaftical but their Crvil Rulers : Yet all theſe Mo- 
tives, in a thing ſo innocent and ſmal as that was, could not pre- 
vail with our S:viour to quit his Liberty of eating with wawaſhed 
hands. . And in defence of himſelf, he calls chem ſuper/?:tiores fools, 
and blind guides, who were offended ac him ; and leaves two unan- 
ſwerable Arguments, Which are of equal validity in things of the 
like nature. As 

I. Thatthis was not a Plant, of his Fathers planting , and therefore 
it [Fould be roxted up ; whereby our Saviour intimates, that as the 
Phariſees had no Divine Warrant ro preſcribe ſuca a Toy as thir 
was, ſo God would at lift declare his Indignition againlt their Sy 
pererogatory Wor(kip, by pulling 1: up Root and Branch.From whence I 
gather this Rule, That when once Humane Inventions become Im- 


poſitions, and lay a Neceſſity upon that , which God hath lefc Free. 


then may we lawfully reject them, as Plants of mazs ſetting, and nor 
of Gods owning. | 

2, Theſecond Argument our Saviour uſes 13 , That theſe thinrs 
did not defile a man , 1. CE. as to his mind and Conſcience, To ear 
with w2waſhed hands was at the worlt , but a point of ill manners, 
and unhandſome perhaps or indecent, but not an 1umpious or ungo./- 
ly thing ; and therefore more likely to offend nice {tomacks, thn 


icrupulous Conſciences, Whoſe. ſatisfaction 1n- ſuch things 2s : 


Mar, 2's 
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Concerning Things Indifſerent 


theſe our Saviour did not at all ſtudy, From whence I inferte, 
That in the Worſhip of God we are chiefly to look after rhe Sub- 
{fante of things ; and as for Circumſtances , they ate either not 
worth our Notice, or elſewill be anſwerableto our Inward Impreſ- 
fions 3 according to which our Saviour in another place , ſayes, O 


Matth; 23, blind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt the Inſide of the Cup, and of the Platter, that 
36, ſo the ont ſide may be cleay , hereby implying, that a Renewed Heart, 


will be {ure to make a changed and ſeemly behaviour ; Whereas the 
molt ſpecious outkde 1s confiſtent with Inward Filth and Rotten- 
neſſe. So that they whopreſs outward conformity in Divine Wor- 
ſhip, enceavour to ſerve God the wrong way , and often times do 
only force Carnal and Hypocritical men to preſent God a Sacrifice 
which he abhors ; while to others that are more Tender and Scru- 
pulous, they make the Sacrifice ir ſelf unpleaſant, becauſe chey wilt 
not let it be, whar God would haveit, a Free-will eff ering. 

2, My ſecond Inſtance ſhall he the Reſolution of the Apoſtles in 
that Famous and Important Quzre, concerning the Fewifh Ceremo- 
wes, Whether they were to be Impoſed or not. After a long diſÞute to 


Aﬀts 15: find out the Trath (=o\is ouGnriouas javoutone, (ayes the Text) Peter 


dire&ly oppoſes thoſe Rites , why , ſayes he, do ye tempt God, by 
putting a Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples ? Intimating that to put 
a oak, upon others (and to Impoſe in Things Inditferent is certainly 
a great one) from which , God hath either expreſly freed us , by 
commanding the contrary ; or elſer:citly freed us, by not com- 
manding them : This is nothing elſe bur to Tempe God, and to 
pretend to be more Wiſe and Holy than he. Again , James de- 
cries thoſe Ceremonies, upon this ſcore,leaſt they ſhould(mpsroxany) 
be troubleſome to the converted Gemles 3 implying, that however men 
may thiokir a ſmall matter, to Impoſe an [»d:Ferent thing , yer in- 
deed it is an infinite Trouble. and matter of Diſquet to the Party 
Impoſed upon, becauſe he is thereby diſabled from uling his Liber- 
ty, in thit waich he knows tobe /ndifferent. : 
Upon the hearing of theſe two , the Reſult of rhe whole Council 
was, that the Brethres (hould not be Impoſed upon, although the 
Arguments for conformity were more ſtrong then , than now they 
can be ; becauſe the Jews in all probability , might thereby have 
been the ſooner wonne over to the Chriſtian Perſwaſion. The De- 
cree which that Apoſtolical , and truly Chriſtian Syed makes 18 ve- 


ry obſervable, : 
I, Fro:N 


uu Religious Worſhip. 


I. From the Stile they uſe , It ſeems good ( ſay they ) to the 
Holy Ghoft, 41nd to us, »—— {0 that whoever exerciſes the ſame Jy 
poſorg Power had need be ſure he hath the ſame Divine Am- 
chority 3 for fear he only raſhly aflumes what was never granted 


ms 

2, From the Things they Impoſe, Ut ſeems good, &c. (lay they) 
to lay upon you no greater burden than theſe neceſſary things ; That you 
abſtain frons things offered to Idols, from Blood, from things ftrangled, 
and from Fornication. Whence I obſerve, 

I, That they call their Impoſition fac, a weight , or bur- 
den; Which is not unneceſſarily ro be latd on the ſhoulders of 


any. 

3. They ſay, they forbid only 74 #mirzy; mhvm2 mn Theſe very 
Neceſſary things, to ſhow, that Neceſſary things only , and not 1w- 
different, (ſhould be the matter of our Impoſicion, 

For whereas ſoine gather from hence, that the Church, 1. Where 
a State is Chriſtian, the Chritian Magiſtrate , hath a power to ob- 
liege men to the doing of things he commands , though in their 
own Nature they be indifferent ; becauſe they ſuppole thar the 
Apoſtles did ſo ; as for example, in forbidding to eat Blood. There- 
fore conhder, 

I, That this is quice contrary tothe Apoſtles ſcope, whoſe buſt- 

n:fle was to Eiſe and Free, and nor to Tie up their Brethren ; and 
therefore they ſay, they meerly do lay vpon them things wery ne- 
Cel AY)» 
” Thar all choſe things they forbid , were not Indiferent , but 
long before prohibiced by God, nor only in the Ceremonial , but in 
his Poſitive Ly, and therefore obligatory , whereupon che Apoliles 
Call them Neceſſary, 1. things neceſſary to be forborn , even beiore 
they had made any Decree againſt them : As 

I, Eidoniure, j, The meat of things offered to Idols : To ex of 
them was not in all caſes Indifferenc ; tor to do it with { onſcience 
of the Idol, i. intending thereby to worſhip the Idol , this was a thing 
ag1inlt che Second Commandment, Bur if a man was convinced 
that the /do/ was nothing , and therefore the meat, though con- 
ſecrated, as Free to him : Yet if his weaker Brother was offen- 
ded ; he was then to abſtain in obſervance of Chriſtian Ch-ricy and 
Condeſcention : Bur if the Eater himſelf did dwwbt, then was 
he to forbear for his own peace and quier's. ſake, for to ny 

watle 
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while he was unſatisfied whether ic was lawful or not , was no- 
thing elſe bur ro condemn himſelf , as the Apolile fiyes, He tha: 


donbrs is (not damned, as we render it, but x7%u:prm)--= condenned, 


1. Self condemned if he eat , becauſe he doth that which he inward- 
ly doch eicher nor approve, or elſe at lealt ſuſpects , that It is not 
Lavful - ſo that thz Caſe of eating «fnidvra, being {o nice, and 
ſo apttobe miltaken : The Apoltles do make their prohibicion 
Univerſal, as that which was moſt ſafe , and leaſt ſubje& to 
icruple. 

2, *Amwa and witm, Blood; i. &. Fleſh with the blood; or , as 


ſome, Raw fleſh ; and Things ſtrangled ; to eat thele was not in- 


different, bur prohibiced long before by God, in his Law given co 
Noah, And therefore the Apoſiles Prohibicion here, 1s not co be in- 
rerprered, as their giving a Temporary Law, with reſpect had co the 
then Conſiicution and axconomy of the Jews ( as ſome 1 think 
we:kly and wichout ground from Scripture, imagine) bur rather as 
their Reviving and Reenforcing an old Law , which being given by 
God to Noah, both then was, and (till is Obligatory to all his Poſte- 
Ticy, God having no where diſpenſed with ic, 

3. Laſtly, Tioprea, if you render it Formcation, then 1t is evi- 
dently contrary to thoſe Precepts of Purity , Holineſle and Perfe- 
Ction, waich God every where requires, Bur if you expound ir, 
as many learned men do, {tnlawful Copulations; then the Prohi- 
bicion erfforces upon us the obſervance of thoſe Laws concerning 
Marriage, which are recorded in Levit. 18, and which is evident, 
are not 1n their own Nature indifferent , ſince marrying with our 
Mother , Siſter , or Daughter , the Heathen Plato and the Gre- 
cian Laws condernned even by the Light of Nature. And God, 
there in that Chapter, calls the contrary Praftices, Abominable Cx- 
ſeams ; for which he ch:eatens to root even the Heathen out, --v.27, 
ad fin. 

From what h1th been ſaid our of this Infance, I conclude, Thar 
ſince, 1, The Apoſtles, though divinely inſpired, yer did not Im- 
poſe any Rites upon the Chrmrch , by their own proper Power, 
bur joyn thenſelyes with the Holy Ghoſt,as being Acted and Com- 
miſſioned by him. Since, 2. They uſe no Argurentz from De- 
cencyro jutifie their impolitionf, nor liy any Unneceliary Burden 


upon any , by forbidding or enjoyning things purely Indifferent, 


but onely protubic ſuch things, as they cul, and it 1 clear from 
Wat 
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what has been ſaid, were Neceſſary. And laſtly, ſince the retaining 
ſome of che more Innocent and leſs Burdenſom Ceremonies of the 
Fews, in point of Order and Convenience only,would in all proba- 

ility have been the readieſt means co bring chat Precife and Super- 
ſitious People unto a Compliance with the Goſpel ; and without 
doubt for that reaſon would hive been enjoyned, had the Apoliles 
cenceived_they had any Power to have medled with them. 
Hence concluce, for Perſons, 1. Who have no ſuch Authority, 
2, In things much more Indifferenr, And laſtly, Where the Ne- 
cellity of Conformity is nothing near ſo prefling and urgent, Fer 


ſuch, 1 ſay, co cake upon themſelves an Arburary and an /mpoſing 


Power, \t1s altogether wmwarrantable, and conſequently ſinful. 

3. My la(tInitance (hall be chat of the Ayoltle Paul, who was 
of an univerſally Complying Carriage; he ſayes of himlelf, Thar 
he became all things to all men, even to Jews, as a Jew, &c. with many 
more words to the ſaine purpoſe. And to thew his Liberty, he cir- 
cumciſed Timothy, though a Greek,, that he might gain the Fews in 
thoſe Parts, But when once a Sect of men roſe up, who began 
to preach the Neceſſity of Cyrcumciſion, he doth in many places 
ſharply inveigh again them, calling them Degs, evil Workers, 
and in derifion , egranpuwr, or the Conciffon, and concludes his Epi- 
file to the Galatiars, With bidding them to beware of ſuch, as {a- 
. boured to boaſt intheir fleſh, 1.6. ſought to bring them unio a Confer- 
wity its. thoſe ontward Ordinances, Nay ſo jealous and precil:ly 
careful was that Apoftle of this great Chriſtian Priviledge and 
Charter, Viz. Freedons in Indifferent things; that he could noc 
brook ſo much as Peters ſuſpitious Carriage in thac Particular, bur 
for his Diſſimulation, and pretending to be leſs Free, then ke was ; 
Paul (ayes, That he openly reproved him to bis Face. And for 
other Falſe Brethren, who crept into their Afemblies, meerly to 
ſþie one their Liberty, and withour doubt, uſed the ſame Argn- 
ments for Conformity, which many do now; the Apolile ſayer , 
He reſifted them, and yielded not to them , ſo much as for a Momear. 
And chat he might for ever preſerve his Galatians from being en- 
 ſnared, and conges under bondage again, heleaves them the Ca- 
veat, I mentioned before, Stavd faft 1 Jour Liberty, &e, From 
whence I infer, That ſo long as a- thing is left ndifferevt , though 
there be ſome ſuſpition of S#perſtition 1n it, we may lawfully pra- 
. Riſe it, as Paul did Cirowms: fron ; = when any ſhall take upon 
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them to make it Neceſſary,then the thing ſo impoſed preſently loſes 
not irs Liberty only, bur likewiſe irs Lawfwbveſs ; and we may nor 
without Breach of the Apoltles Precept, ſubmie unto it 4 becauſe we 
theteby do fown, that thoſe whoſe Injun&ions we obey, had a 
Power to Impoſe; ard ſo by afſenting, we become- Abecters and 

omorers of their #ſurpation. 

| 4. My laft Argument againſt /zvpefitions, ſhall betaken from the 
Incorvemences that atrend ſuch a' Praftiſe. For though I hay liecle 
fireſs upon ſuch kind of Arguments ( becauſe Trwh is to be tried by 
its Evidence, and not by its Conſequences ) yet becauſe, 1. In Prix- 
ciples, on which oral Aftions are omted the Inconveniences do 
uie to be weighed, and that Dotrine for rhe molt part ſeems moſt 
true, at leaft moſt plauſible, which is attended by feweſt Inconve- 
niences:and becauſe, 2.The Oppoſers of Liberty, have very little elſe 
to urge for themſelves, bur by prerending the many Inconveniences 
thitflow from it. Therefore I ſhall clearly prove that many more 
abſurd, and more deſtraftive and fatal Conſequences attend the Do- 

&rine of Impoſirions, thenthe DoQtrine of Chriſtian Liberty, As, 
I, The firtt /nconvemenrce is, the Impoſhbility ro-ix a Potnt where 


the Impoſer will top. For do but once grant , That the Magiſtrate 


hath power to Impoſe, and then we hi at his Metcy, how far he 
will go. For the Knmarried ftate of the Clergy, Holy Wnftion, Conſe- 
crating the Hoſt, &c. | are as Indifferent in their 'orn mature , 4s 
uſing the Croſs, or Swrplice, And if the Magiſtrate hat indeed 
lawful powertoI:npoſe, he may as well command thoſe; as theſe, 
eſpecially if he be convinced that they are either Decent or comvenents 
at which door have entred in all thoſe groſs Fooleries , Which are 
in the Popiſh Worſhip : any of which, take them fingly and 
apart from.che Circumſtances which determine them, ſo .they-2re 
Irdifferent, and may, for ought I know , be conſcientiouſly obſet. 
ved, But put them together, and conſider the Power which Im. 
poſes, and the End which continues them, fo they are the grofſeft 
Idolatry , and the wile Tyramy that ever yer was praRtiſed, For 
we arefor rhe moſt part miſtaken in the Notion of Popery, if we ſee 
a Szrplice,ot a(roſs, or Organs, or _—_ we preſently rycke Po- 
pery : whereas Ithipkica more manifeſt twgn of Popery to forbid theſe 
things, as we do,, under Penalties, then ro praftife them with 
Freedom, 1f, 1 underſtand any thing of Antichriſt, tis Nature 
feems to conſiſt in this, That he aQts in a way concraty to 
Chri 


? 


hy 4.4. 4 8 . : 
A io 


23S 


Chriſt, i. e,iniead of a fpiritual, he brings it a Dewſed Worſhip; 
yr ode of Freedom , layes a Confrete even —_ our De 


wvotion. So that, as Johnin his Revelation ſayes of him, Men ſhel Rev.13. 


neither buy, nor ſell, who have not his mark,; i. Who do nor ſerve 
God in that outward way , Which he cemmands. $9 that whoever 
doth own the Deftrive of [mpoſitron, though in the ſmalleſt circum- 
ſtanceof Worſh1p, he brings intha Eſſence , chough not the Name 
of Popery ; and layes down that for his Foundation, on which 
all the y/{-warſh1p, which this day reigns in the World , is bor- 
romed, For whatever opinions we have concerning the Neceflity 
of Bowing, Kneeling, 0: the like, while they ſtand confined to our 
private practiſes, they are at worlt but Hay and Stubble, which will 
Perith at the day of acconut, though he that doth them may very 
well be ſaved. Bur when once a man goes further, and not con» 
tengwith his Perſwaſions, envies his Brother that Liberry, which 
he himſelf deſires toenjoy ; and ſeeks to obtrude his Conceits up- 
on others, whe perhaps are not ſo well ſatisfied as heis : Whoe- 
vet doth this, becomes Impions to God, by invading his Soveraign= 
ty, and Lording it over another mans Conſcience ; and likewiſe 
Injurious to men, by prefling ſuch things , as are only Bazes to the 
Careleſſe, and traps for the Conſcientions. I know very well , that 
che Argument is ſpecious, and often urged — ky ſhould men be ſs 
ſcrupulous ? Molt pleading for Ceremonies, as Lot did for Zoear, Are 

net little things? But anſwer, 1. That a lictle thing unwar- 
rantably done is a great fin, 2, Thar a lictle thing vnjultly gain- 
ed, makes way for a greater : and therefore we ſhould no ler rhe 
Serpent get in his Head, how beautiful ſoever it ſeems, leſt he 
bring in his Tal, and with that his Stig —— How curious even 
almoſt to Saperſtitiov, our Saviour and his Apoſtles, eſpecially Paxl, 
werein this poinr, I have already mentioned ; by whoſe Example 
we are lictle profited, if we de not learn , that in Impoktions we 
are not ſo much to conſider how ſmall and inconſiderable the thing 
impoſed is, as how lawful it is : Not, what itis1n it ſelf, as whi- 
ther ir tends, and what will be the Conſequence. of irs Adniflion, 
For the ſmaller the thing impoſed is, the more-is qur Chryſtian Li- 
berty invaded, and conſequently the more injurious and (irflul is irs 


unpoktion. 


2, The ſecond Inconvenience is, that it quite inverts the Nature | 
of Chriſtian Religion z/ nor only by _ away its —_— __ 
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likewiſe its firiaaliry 3 our Saviour ſayes, that God will now be 
worſhiped not in” ſhew and Ceremony , but ſpirit, and in 
Truth ; whereas this Dofrine of Impoſition, places It in ſuch things, 
in the obſervance of which, Super/t:tion Will be ſure to out-do De- 
votion. But true Religion like the ſpirits of wine or ſubtle eflences, 
w:enever it co:nes to ve Opened and Expoſed to view,runs the ha- 
zard of being preſently diſpirited, andlolt. In the ſervice of God 
there is a valt difference, berween Parity and Powp , between F1r 


and ſplendour ; whereas the Impoſer only drives at, and improves 


the latter z bur of the former is altogether ſecure and careleſs, as is 
__ in thoſe places, where #»iformity 1s molt (irictly practi- 
{ed. 

3. This Doctrine making no proviſion at all for: ſuch asare ſ&4- 
prlons and tender, ſuppoſes the ſame meaſure of Fauh in all ; where- 
as nothing is more clear, then as the Apoltile ſayes concerning 
T hings offered to Idols, ſo concerning Cerememes, 1 may ſay, that AN. 
have not knowledge. But to this day many there are utterly unſatisfied 
with the Lawfwlneſs of any, and moſt are convinced of the #ſeleſſe- 
neſs of them all, Whoſe Conſciences , how erroneous ſoever, yet 
are to be. rencerly and gently-dealt with; left by our Rigid com» 
manding what they can by no means comply with , we bring them 
unto .that dangerous Dilemma , either of breaking their Inward 
Peace and Comfort,by doing outwardly what they do-nor inwardly 
approve of : . or eiſe of running themſelves upon the Rocks of Po« 
verty and Prejudice, by diſobeying what is commanded. For though 


' Weareupon all occafions to ſuffer gladly, yer let not Rewben ſmite E= 


phraing ; let us not receive our wownds in the houſe of our Friends , for 
chen our ſufferings will be (harpned from the conſiceration of the 
Unkindneſs, that our Brethren thould put-us upon the needleſs Tri- 
al of our Faith and Patience, eſpecially in ſuch-things, whichwhile 
the /mpeſer.cals incitferent, he thereby acknowlecges, that they 
may very well be ſpared. 

4. The laſt Inconvenienceis, that by mpo/itions,eſpecially when - 
the Penalty is ſevere, weſeem to lay as much weight and ſtreſs upon 
theſe Indifferent things, as upon any the molt material parrs of our 
Religion.. This Rigtd irreſpe&tive chnbeg of ſmall things, makes 
no difference at all berween Ceremexy and Subſtance, Sothar 
a.man who wetenota Chriftiauat all, would find as good, -nay per- 
haps berter uſage from the /wpeſer , then he who labouring _ 

# : Cendea-- 
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endeavouring to live up to ocher parrs of Chriſtian Faich', ſhall yer 
forbear to praQtiſe theſe Ceremonies > Whicn 1s inot only Harſh and 
Cruel, bur very Incongruous dealing, that a Jew or AMahumetar, 
ſhould be berrer regarded, than a-weak and ſcrupnlons Chriſtian, This 
is nothing elſe, bur ro deal with our Feffow-(briftians,. as Teptha did 
with the Ephraimites, to kill them for no weightier crime, than be- 

cauſe they cannot pronounce Shibbeleth.. 
To theſe Inconvemences I might add the certain decay of the 
growth of Religion as to its inward Purity, while there is this Diſ- 
uiſe and Mask.of needleſs Ceremonies upon 1t to keep it under 3 
r thoſe which I have already urged, are ſo great, that thoſe which 
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are commonly inſiſted upon by men of another Perſwaſion, are not + 


at all to be put inco the Ballance withthem ;. as will appear by this 
brief Anſwer to their main Objections. 

I, They object thar this will be the way to begerall manner of 
Diſorder and Confaſion ; that every man will have a ſeveral Faſhion 
and Culiome by himſelf; and for want of #niformity and Ceye- 
mony ,.the Knity and Eſſence of. Religion will periſh. But I an= 
ſwer, IP 

I, Duh any: plead for Baal? He that will abuſe the Principle of 
Literty, to juſtifie his Licentionſneſſe of life, let him know that the 
Magiſtrate bears not the Swordynwam , but has it to cur off ſuch of 
fenders. If you ſ#ffer as (hriſtians, ſaith: the Apoſtle, rejoyce at it ; 
But let none ſuffer, as a Thief, Murderer Kexom%o, 1, a ſeditions per- 
ſon, a State- Incendiary, or as a buſie Intermedler in other mens matters, 
for he that doth theſe things ſuffereth juſtly ; nor can he pleaJ any 
thing from the Goſpel; which is a Rule of ſttictneſle, to exempr him 
from Puniſhment, But 

2.This Dyiſorder,which 18 ſo vehemently and ſo Tragically 2ggr2-- 
vared, and for the prevention of which, Cerexzomes mult beinvented 
and forced, is indeed nothingelſe but a Mlicious and Ill-ſounding: 


natm;e,pur. upon an exeellent and moſt comely thing,i.6. variety; For: 


as God, though he be a God of Order, hath nor made all men ot.one 
countenance, and in the-Woerld hath given ſeveral and divers ſhapes 
ro many things, which yet are the ſame for ſ#bſtance ; ſo in the Al- 
ſemblies of his People , who-all come to honour him, and agree in- 
the Eſſence cf his Worſhip,why ſhould we coubr,but God wilt be 
well pleaſed with their variety in Circumftances?- The exercife 


of ryhich.not only their Canſciences do prompt ,, bur God himfelb. 
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doth: - 
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doth inouce them to, becauſe -in his Word he-hath- not preſcribed 
any one outward Farm; that all: ſhould neceſiatily agree in ; bur in 
ſuch things hath left them ro the DiRares of their own Spirits, and 
the guidarce of Chriſtian prucence-z which Yariery 18 fo far from be- 
ing a Confuſien, that nothing can be more Comely and Harmonious, 
as ſerving ro ſet out the Inculgence of God, the atbitrary Actirgs 
of the holy Spirit, and the Liberty of the Saints, Who can preſerve wu- 
$3 in mind, without Aniformuyin behaviour. 

2, Tie ſecond Objection is, the praQtiſe of the Fewiſh Princes, who 
as ſcon as ever they were inſtalled in their Kingdoms, ſer upon Re- 
forming the Houſe of God, and impofing upon 21 a Fornz of Worſhip : 
which tince all Screprure 1: written by Divine InfÞiration, and for our 
Inſtrnilion, ſeems to be a leading caſe that Chriſtian Prmces ſhould 
imitate them, and do ſo likewiſe, ButT anſwer. | 

I. Though Arguments raken from Analogy are of very lutle 
weight, when Poſitive Precepts are required, yerl will grant, thac 
the Piety of the Jewifh, is, andovghr to be nm tothe (hiſt i- 
an Magiftrates, ut Withal T deny the Inference, fince the Few} 
Princes, when they reformed Rel:g:en, they therein followed.a D;- 
vine Law, Which did:command it from them, and which, in the mi- 
nuteſt circumfiances, had provided for wnformiuy of Worſhip: from 
which Rigor and Reftraint all Chriſtians are abſolved, and therefore 
it is very unconcluging to argue from the Jews, Who. hadz to the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate, who wants Divine Awmhoriy. To this is alſo 


'objeRed, 


3. That fince things Neceſ#ary tothe Worſhip of God,be already 
derermined by God, and over them the Xſagstrate hath nopower ; 
if likewiſe he ſhould have no power in ndifferent things, then it 
would follow that in things _— to Religion, the Chrifian 
Magiſtrate had nopower at all ---- which they think to be very ab- 


ſurd——-fo the Reverend and Learned Mr. Hecker, and Dr. Sax- 


derſou. ButT anſwer, 


I, Tc isno Abſurdity at all,. that Princes ſhould have no more 
power.in ordering the things of God,then God himſelf hath allow- 
edrhem. And if God hath no where given them ſuch an Impo- 
fing Power, they muſt be content t@ go without if, Burin this 
caſe, where will che Chriftien os find his Warrant, the 
Scriptures being utterly ſilent. that he is now to take ſuch Authority 
upon him, which, becauſe the thing concerns not man, —_ 

worſhip 
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worſhip of God, had ir beenchought, neceſſary and fir, would cer- 
tainly not have been omitted, 8 _; , | "IT 

2. Iris ſo fas from being an Argument for /mpoſirions, to urge 
that the thing Impoſed is /pdifferens, that there cannot be a Rronger 
Argument zgain(t them : fince 11s as requilice to Chriſtian Pra- 
Riſe, that 7 awngs Indifferem:, ſhould fill be kepr 1ndifferent, 
as Things Neceſſary, be'beld Neceſſary,» As I have already pro- 
ved. . . | | | wt 

Laſtly, Ic is much more ſuiced to- the: Nature of the Goſpel, that 
Chriſtian Princes ſhould reform Religion, rather bythe example of 
their Lives, then by the ſeverity of their Laws; and if they m1y 
ſhew their power at all inthis caſe, it ſhould rather be by ſ#{ſtraf?- 
ing, then by adding. --- By. taking. away all Impertinencies, whieh 
may kinder the Progreſſe of 1t, ratberchen.by obtruding unwzrran- 
rable Mechods, to tye all ten up to ſuch Ourward Forms ; as may. 
make Piery ſuſpected only for Policy diſguiſed. + 


Much moremight be {aid for this from Authority, but I willing- 
ly waveir.. For if Scrytwre and Reaſon will not prevail to hinder- 


Inepoſitions, 1 have no cauſe toexpect that any ſentences from Anti- 
quity ſhould. Only this 1s cercain , that all the Writings of che 


Chriſtians for the firſt three hundred years, arefull of nothing elſe. 


buc ſuch Arguments as evince a Liberty, more abſoluce and univer- 
fal then I contend for, And likewiſe ic may be of ſome weighr, that 
the Churches DoArime was then more pure; their Diſciphize more 
ſtrict and ſevere then now ; and yer. they had no:hing but wwnal 
(onſent, either to eſtabliſh or prote&t ir, the Magiltrates being all 

1nti them. Bur when once Conſtantine took upon him to manage 
the Afﬀairs of the Church, and by Penal Laws, ratified and confirm- 
ed Church-Orders, he laid that Foundation of Antichriſt ian Tyranny, 
which preſently. afrer him,, his S9n Coxſtantins exerciſed , againit 
the Aſſercors of the- Trinity: and, the Churches worldly power 
encreaſingas falt, as the Purity of Religion did decreaſe ; the Bi- 


ſhops of Rome within a few years, gained to themſelves, and have- 


ever lince practiſed ſeverely againſt ſuch, whom they cill Hereticks, 
3» Ce Deniers. of their Factious Doctrine; and Oppoſers of their 
moſt ungoſpel-like, but indeed moſt Policick and Prudencial Tmpoli- 
tions, 

Whoſe furious and bloudy Tenets, like ſubtte Poyſon; have run 
through the Veins of almoſt all Profeſſors ;. ſcarce any ſort even 


* * 
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of Proteſtants, allowing to ochers that Liberty of A at 
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' Concerning things Indifſirew 


che beginning of cheir jufily- ch1 co chemſelves: 

Nees there any hope, ran nes Ly ſhould be treed from cruelty, 

ipuiſed under the name of zeal, cillit pleaſe God to inform all 
«p1ftraies, how far their Commillion reaches. chat their 


Province is only over the Body, to.repreſs and correR thoſe moral 


ices, £0,which. our 'Omrwerd: man is -fubjeA-: Bur as for Chriſtian 
Religion, fince it is ſo Pure and Simple, ſo free ſrom State and 
worldly Magnificence,ſo Gentle and Complying with the meaneli Chri- 
Hian,and wichal ſo reqotefrom FHarſhneſs, Rigeur and Severiy;there 
rhe Magiſtrate moſt-conſults Gods Honour and his own Duty, if be- 
ing ſtrict co himſelf, he leaves all-othersin theſe Outward Ceremonies 
to their Invvard Convittions. Which Liberty, is40 tar from weak- 
Hivg, that it is indeed che ſecuricy of a Throne ;ſance beſides gaining, 


_ the peoples Love { eſpecially che moſt Conſcientious and Sober of _ 


them) it doth in a«{pecial manner entitle him to Gods ProteRion : 
Since in nor pretending to' be wiſer then God, he gives Religion 
-that free and undifiurbed Paſſage, which our Saviour ſeems by his 
Life and Death to have © for it. | 


FINIS, 


